
Gunn 101 
Gunn High School PTSA’s New Parent Information Guide 2020-21 (updated 8/6/20) 

 
Welcome to Gunn! This information should help you get off to a good start in this highly 
unusual school year! 

 
1. Back to School News  

School starts Monday August 17 in distance learning.  

Please read Principal Wendy Stratton’s Welcome Letter (in Spanish) (in Chinese) for the latest 
details on Gunn School opening.  

You can also find details on the PAUSD District website here: 
https://www.pausd.org/covid-19/return-to-learn-fall-2020. 

Superintendent Don Austin will send weekly email updates to the entire district every Friday 
starting September 11. Principal Wendy Stratton will also send regular email updates to all 
Gunn parents on Wednesdays. 

Gunn High School has a new web site with a lot of useful information! Click on the menu in the 
top right corner and take the time to explore the site thoroughly. 

Gunn PTSA also posts news and updates regularly on the Gunn PTSA website, weekly Gunn 
Connection eNews, and Gunn Parent Community Facebook page. 

2. Online Back to School Packet 

The online Gunn Back-to-School Packet is available here starting August 6th. It provides you 
with an introduction to Gunn and the many campus organizations you can support.  You’ll have 
the option to fill out all forms online and pay for items/make donations by credit card. Printed 
packets will not be mailed this year. You will receive an email with instructions and you can 
also find the link to the packet on both the Gunn and Gunn PTSA websites after August 6th. 
Prefer a printed Back-to-School Packet or to pay by check or cash? Send email to 
backtoschool@gunnptsa.org for instructions.  
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3. Gunn Calendar 

The Gunn School Calendar is the place to look for dates of school and after-school events 
throughout the school year. 

4. Gunn Connection eNews 

The Gunn Parent Teacher Student Association (PTSA) publishes a weekly eNewsletter 
called Gunn Connection weekly on Sundays, with up-to-date events happening on 
campus and in our community. Enews is free and you are automatically enrolled when 
you register your student. If you don’t see it in your mailbox the first week of classes, 
please check your spam folder or sign up at https://gunn.paloaltopta.org/enews/  We 
offer translations into several languages.  

5. Parent Networks 

Gunn PTSA offers every parent/guardian an opportunity to connect with other 
parents/guardians in their student’s grade. Join your grade-level online parent group so 
you can receive grade-level-specific information about Gunn. Meetings are held monthly 
and topics vary depending on grade level. Questions? Please contact your grade-level 
coordinator: 

All-Parent Network Coordinator Jen Schultz parentnetworks@gunnpta.org 

Senior Parent Network (Class of 2021) Julie Dubrouillet parentnetwork2021@gunnpta.org 

Senior Parent Network  (Class of 2021) Nisha Datta parentnetwork2021@gunnpta.org 

Junior Parent Network (Class of 2022) Claire Kirner parentnetwork2022@gunnpta.org 

Junior Parent Network (Class of 2022) Leena Gill parentnetwork2022@gunnpta.org 

Junior Parent Network (Class of 2022) Gunjan Gupta parentnetwork2022@gunnpta.org 

Sophomore Parent Network (Class of 2023) Annie Bedichek parentnetwork2023@gunnpta.org 

Sophomore Parent Network (Class of 2023) Lili Nova-Roessig parentnetwork2023@gunnpta.org 

Sophomore Parent Network (Class of 2023) Mana Uchino parentnetwork2023@gunnpta.org 

Freshman Parent Network (Class of 2024) Elizabeth Lam parentnetwork2024@gunnpta.org 

Freshman Parent Network (Class of 2024) Naomi Wang parentnetwork2024@gunnpta.org 

Freshman Parent Network (Class of 2024) Michelle Chen parentnetwork2024@gunnpta.org 

Special Ed/Inclusion Rep Momo Yanagihara specialed@gunnpta.org 

Special Ed/Inclusion Rep Yael Uziyel Navel specialed@gunnpta.org 
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6. Gunn Online Directory: UptoUs 

The online directory is available to all families in multiple languages. You may choose 
which information is displayed in the directory To access it, sign into Uptous.com, select 
the Gunn High School PTSA community, and click on the Directory tab in the top right. 
Gunn family information from the district will be added after August 5, 2020.  

New to UptoUs? Signing up is easy at http://www.uptous.com/communities/gunn 

Login: use your email address 

Password: Set new password if you are new, use existing password, or select 
forgot password to reset 

Please email Eva Dobrov at uptous@gunnptsa.org with any questions about using the 
UptoUs directory. 

Also note that UptoUs is now available as an app for both iPhone and android. 

7. Other Ways to Stay Connected 

General Association Meetings and Principal’s Coffees 
PTSA schedules coffees for parents throughout the year with our Principal, Wendy Stratton as 
part of our General Association Meetings. Come to chat, ask questions, and meet others. Coffee 
is served. 
 
Gunn Parent Facebook Community 
PTSA volunteers moderate a two-way social media page on Facebook where parents can ask 
questions and share events and updates relevant to our Gunn community, including Gunn 
Boosters and Club news. 
 
Gunn High School Titan Talk 
Weekly communication to parents from the Counseling Department with upcoming events, tips 
and tidbits. 
 
Gunn High School Student Activities Weekly Update 
Weekly updates from the (SAC) Student Activities Center via Schoology on upcoming 
student-centered activities. 
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8. Infinite Campus and Schoology Accounts 

Make sure you and your student have the accounts you need to keep track of student 
grades, assignments, attendance, and other important class, school, and district 
information. 

Students who were enrolled in PAUSD in middle school should have Infinite Campus 
and Schoology accounts from previous years. Parent accounts include access to all 
their students’ accounts. 

For parents who are new to PAUSD, go to the Schoology and Infinite Campus pages on 
the PAUSD website for instruction on how to set up your parent account. 

9. Transportation to and from Gunn 

School opens August 17 in distance learning, so students will not be on campus. 

However, we anticipate that students will be back on campus later in the school year! 

The majority of Gunn students walk or bike to school. For everyone’s safety and health, 
students are encouraged to bicycle, walk, carpool or ride the bus to Gunn as often as 
possible. For more information including bus schedules and biking/walking maps, go to 
Transportation – How to Get to Gunn. 

VTA provides bus service to Gunn students in the morning and afternoon with special 
routes. There are two Routes, 88L and 88M. There is an email list you can get on that 
provides changes to the regular routes, for example on testing days. Subscribe here. 
Monthly passes will be sold at the student SAC once students are back on campus 
again. Last year they were $15 a month. Normal youth fares are $1 per ride, and they 
accept quarters.  

10. Student Athletics 

CIF (California Interscholastic Federation) has delayed the start of sports in the state of 
California until January due to COVID-19. Because of these changes CCS (Central 
Coast Section) has put out a tentative calendar for the Fall and Spring sports. For more 
information on tentative start dates click here. 

Students must have a physical and register before they can try out for or join an athletics 
team. Registration information is here. Team schedules, photos, calendar, and the 
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athletics store can be found at gunnathletics.com.  Individual teams organize 
themselves differently, so contact your coach to make sure you are receiving the correct 
information. 

Student athletics are not covered by school funds.  They are provided for through a 
suggested donation of $200 per student per sport, which you can purchase through the 
Gunn PTSA web store or through Gunn Sports Boosters. Please donate!  The programs 
will not run if they do not have sufficient funds. 

11. PE Uniforms 
 
Uniforms are required for Physical Education (PE) classes. Once classes begin in 
person on campus, students will be able to purchase them at the Student Activities 
Center (SAC). They will not be required for distance learning. 

12. Chromebook Program 

Gunn provides all students who would like a laptop computer with a free Chromebook 
for all four years of school. Students keep their chromebooks during the summers too. 
Gunn will contact students and parents to let everyone know the plan for distributing 
chromebooks this year.  

13. Student Activities Center (SAC) Store  
 
Once students are back on campus, again, the online web store, run by the Student 
Activities Center (SAC), will be open for students to buy student membership cards, 
monthly bus passes, tickets to school events and dances, subscriptions to the Gunn 
Oracle (the student newspaper), and school-branded clothing. Items will be paid for 
online, and your student can then pick them up in Room P-106. However the SAC will 
not be open as long as distance learning is in place. 

14. Volunteering at Gunn 

Did you know that over 500 parents and community members volunteer at Gunn every 
year? There are three great reasons to become one of them: 

1. Studies show that students are more engaged with their school when their 
parents are active participants in the school. 

2. Parents experience greater satisfaction and connection with their school when 
they participate in on-campus events. 
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3. It’s fun! 

Once parents are able to come onto campus again, Gunn will offer online sign-ups for  a 
variety of volunteer activities. You can choose which events and tasks you’d like to help 
with. It’s easy to sign up, and you’ll get an email reminder the day before the event. 

When the time comes, go to www.uptous.com and login. Select the Gunn High School 
PTSA community. Click on the event or activity you would like to help with and start 
typing in your name until it appears in the box. You’ll be signed up! 

Forget what you’ve signed up for? Go to www.uptous.com and log in to look it up.  

For questions about volunteering, please email the VPs of Community Activities at 
vpcommunityactivities@gunnpta.org. For questions about signing up on uptous, please 
email Eva Dobrov at uptous@gunnpta.org. 

15. Gunn Sources of Funding 

You may be asked to consider contributing to a variety of needs at Gunn, including 
PTSA, PiE, Boosters, and Student Activities (ASB Card, dances, yearbook, school 
newspaper, etc.)  

Gunn PTSA (Parent Teacher Student Association) funds stuff: classroom materials, 
technology, the freshman orientation program, parent education, parent networks, 
student programs such as Challenge Success, TedX, Wellness Center, College & 
Career materials, Professional Development, and community-building events. The 
suggested donation amount is $300 per student, but any amount is appreciated. The 
easiest way to donate is through the online Gunn Back-toSchool Packet, but if you 
prefer you can also donate through the Gunn PTSA web store. 

When you donate you will receive an automatically-generated receipt; please retain your 
proof of payment for tax purposes. Gunn Tax ID# is 94-6172239. 

If you have questions please contact the VP Ways and Means at 
vpwaysandmeans@gunnpta.org. 

PiE (Palo Alto Partners in Education) pays for Gunn staff in three areas: STEM 
(science, technology, engineering, and math), the Arts, and Wellness and Support. PiE 
makes possible engaging electives such as computer science, graphic design, 
engineering, and biotechnology, that captivate students and build critical thinking skills. 
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PiE supports the guidance counselors who give students both emotional and academic 
guidance. PiE also funds the College and Career Counseling advisors who provide 
individual counseling to all students so they can choose among a variety of pathways to 
success and plan wisely for their future. Suggested donation is $1,200 per student, but 
any amount makes a difference! Make your donation through the online Gunn 
Back-toSchool Packet or at http://papie.org/  

Parent Boosters groups exist for specific programs and departments such as sports, 
theater, music, choir, and robotics. Your financial support for these programs is crucial; 
many of these programs would not be able to run successfully without your support. You 
can donate through the online Gunn back-to-school packet or go to the specific 
department website. 

16. Additional Resources for New Parents 
 
Gunn High School has a parents page with a wide variety of additional resources for 
parents, including: 

● How to contact the attendance office and report an absence. 
● Downloadable school forms like medication, financial assistance forms, and 

more. 
● How to help for, and meet other parents of special needs students through the 

Palo Alto CAC. 
● How to sign up for meal service, and request free and reduced lunches. 
● How to contact the counseling department, for example, to apply for 

accommodations for standardized testing. 
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